ABSOLUTELY MUST KNOW for EOC
Alliteration

the repetition of initial consonant sounds
Allusion

a reference to a familiar person, place, event, object in one literary work to another
Analogy 
a comparison between two or more things that are similar in some way but otherwise unalike 
Antagonist

the person or force working against the main character
Apostrophe

talking to an animal, object, or person (absent or dead) as if it/he/she could hear, 

understand, and respond
Characterization
the method of creating or developing a character’s personality
Climax


the turning point of the story
Comedy

a type of drama that has a happy ending; conflict has been resolved by the end of the play

Conflict 

a struggle between two opposing forces
Couplet

two consecutive lines from a poem or play that rhyme
Drama


a literary work meant to be performed before an audience
Dramatic irony
the audience or reader sees a character’s mistakes or misunderstandings, but the character does not; you know something that someone else does not know

Editorial    

 a newspaper or magazine article that gives the opinions or beliefs of the editor, 
publisher, or reader
Epic


a long narrative poem that traces the adventures of a hero
Epic hero

the main character in an epic who goes on a journey or a quest
Epic question

reveals the theme of the epic
Epic simile

lengthy or elaborate comparison using “like,” “as,” “so,” or “just so” to compare 

                                    something to nature
Episode

one part of a series; the way epics are divided
Essay


prose writing limited to one topic that expresses an individual’s point of view or beliefs

Expository essay
an essay that explains a process
Extended metaphor
a lengthy comparison between two or more unlike things; a subject is spoken or written of as in a regular comparison but differs in that several comparisons are made

External conflict
exists when a character struggles with an outside force, such as nature, fate, society, and 
                                    another person
Fable


usually uses animals to teach a lesson
Fantasy

highly imaginative writing that contains elements not found in real life; characters   

                                    included humanized animals, good and evil stereotypes, eccentrics, heroes and heroines 

                                    with magical powers, or extraterrestrial beings; plots may reflect a heroic battle for the 

                                    common good or adventures of real characters in an enhanced setting 
Fiction


a work of the imagination; however, it can be based on a true story
Figurative language
language that is not meant to be taken literally
First-person 

the story is told by one of its characters who refers to himself/herself as “I”

Flashback

occurs when a character returns to an earlier time by remembering the past
Foil character              an opposite character type that is used to point out another character’s strengths

                                    And weaknesses
Foreshadowing
clues or hints to the future used to prepare the reader for upcoming plot developments
Hyperbole

an exaggeration or overstatement to prove a point
Imagery

using a word or phrase that appeals to one or more of the five senses—sight, sound, 
                                    touch, taste, smell—to  create a picture in the reader’s mind

Internal conflict
a struggle within a character’s heart or mind
Irony


a contrast between what is and what appears to be
Legend


a story passed down by word of mouth from one generation to another; generally 

                                    regarded as fact (historically accurate), but not necessarily verifiable; stories are usually 

                                    associated with wars and victories
Limited-third-person
concentrates on only one character’s thoughts, feelings, and actions
Lyric poetry
            short verse that is intended to express the thoughts and feelings of a single 
                                    speaker; usually short and musical

Metaphor
a comparison between two unlike things in which one is spoken of as though it were the other
Mood


the emotional quality of a story that influences the attitude of the readers and characters
Myth


a traditional story that attempts to explain a natural phenomenon or to justify a certain               

                                    practice or belief in a specific society; main characters include gods, goddesses, and 

                                    heroes
Narrative essay 
a narrative that tells a true story
Narrative poetry
poetry that tells a story
Nonfiction

factual (true) writing
Omniscient

the story is told by an outside observer, not a character in the story, who can tell the 
                                    reader what any character is  thinking, doing, and feeling

Onomatopoeia

a word imitates sound
Oxymoron

a pair of contradictory words
Parable

            a story that teaches a lesson
Paradox

a statement that seems to be contradictory but proves to be true
Personification
giving an animal or object human characteristics

Persuasive essay
factual writing that attempts to convey an opinion
Plot

            the sequence of events in a story, novel, or play; each event causes or leads to the next
Poetry

            a special kind of writing in which language, imagery, and sound combine to create a 
                                    special emotional effect; divided into lines and stanzas, not sentences and paragraphs

Point of view
the relationship of the storyteller to the story; the angle or perspective from which the story is seen or told
Pun


a play on words; a joke
Protagonist

the main character who wins the reader’s sympathy
Rhetorical question
a question that is asked for effect, not because an answer is expected
Satire


a form of literature intended to ridicule or make fun of a human vice or weakness, often 

                                    with the intent of correcting or changing the weakness
Second-person

the narrator/author talks directly to his/her audience; used in speeches and letters-to-the-
                                    editor; audience addressed as “you”

Setting


the time and place in which a story occurs
Short story

a brief fictional prose narrative that may be read in one seating
Simile


a comparison using “like” or “as”
Situational irony
a contrast in which an event occurs that directly contradicts the expectations of 
                                     the characters, readers, or  audience; the unexpected happens

Soliloquy                     a long speech made by a character who is alone, or who believes himself/herself to be 

                                     alone on the stage; this speech reveals the character’s thoughts and feelings to the 
                                     audience

Sonnet


a lyric poem of 14 lines
Stage directions
instructions for staging a play; they are written in italics and enclosed within brackets, but 
not spoken aloud
Stereotype

a pattern or form that does not change; a character whose actions are predictable
Suspense

the quality in a literary work that makes us read on to see what will happen next;  
                                    a feeling of excitement or  anxiety that makes the reader wonder what will happen next

Symbol 

something which stands for or represents something else

Theme


the main or underlying idea of a story
Tone


the author’s attitude towards a subject or audience
Tragedy

a type of drama in which the main character suffers a downfall; usually ends in a 
                                    catastrophe, such as a  character’s death

Villain                         a wicked, evil character who opposes the hero
