Fall 2007 Composition Passage Revised “My Front Yard”  (Holt, 90-91)


My Front Yard
        (1) In the workaday routine of country life, I usually take the view from my front yard for granted.  (2) When friends visit, however, I am reminded of how lucky I am.  (3) “We love coming to your house, they say, and head straight for the front yard.  (4) Then I look out across miles of open land to the horizon, and for a moment my breath catches in my throat.  (5) It’s more than just beauty that fills me with awe the sweeping curve of the land from my front yard to the horizon makes me aware of the earth’s wonders.  

       (6) My house sits on the edge of a river valley full of fragrant pines and junipers.  (7) Many of the trees in my front yard are more than one hundred feet tall and they provide homes to chickadees, nuthatches, and at least seven varieties of sparrows, which chatter and bicker throughout the day.  (8) The lively sound cheers me up when I’m feeling gloomy.  (9) Just past the lofty trees, I can see a sparkling glistening river at the bottom of the green and golden valley.  (10) On weekends, I can hear the happy shouts of swimmers enjoying the cool water.

      (11) Across the river are our neighbors’ ranches and farms.  (12) The nearest farm is the Lindeman’s with its cheerful red-and-white striped barn.  (13) I often see Mr. Lindeman riding his tractor, with Benny the world’s friendliest dog, trotting alongside.  (14) The valley rises again. (15) It slowly reaches up to meet the sky.  (16) High above vultures float like black paper kites.  (17) Watching them makes me feel as if I, too, could float away on warm air.

     (18) I realize that I will continue to take this place for granted.  (19) Like most people, I don’t have much time for gazing at scenery.   (20) I also realize that my life is richer from my front yard because of the view.

1.  Which change should be made to correct sentence   

      3?

      A.  Change “We    to   We
      B.  Change house,   to   house,”
      C.  Change head  to   heading
      D.  Change straight   to   strait
2.  Which change should be made to correct sentence    

      5?
      A.  Change It’s   to   Its
      B.  Change awe the    to   awe; the
      C.  Change makes  to   make
      D.  Change earth’s   to  earths
3.  Which change should be made to correct sentence 
      7?

      A.  Change are   to   is
      B.  Change tall and   to  tall, and
      C.  Change to  chickadees   to    to:  chickadees
      D.  Change sparrows, which   to   sparrows 
            which 

4.  Which change should be made to correct sentence 
      9?
     A.  Change trees,   to    trees
     B.  Change I   to   you
     C.  Change sparkling glistening   to   sparkling,   

           glistening
     D.  Change green and   to    green, and 

5.  Which change should be made to correct sentence  

      13?
      A.  Change see   to   saw
      B.  Change riding   to   rode
      C.  Change Benny    to   Benny,
      D.  Change friendliest    to   most friendliest
6.  Which change should be made to correct the 
      misplaced modifier in sentence 20?

      A. I realize that my life is richer because of the   

           view from my front yard also.

      B.  From my front yard, I also realize that my life   

           is more richer because of the view.

     C.  That my life is richer because of the view I  

           also realize from my front yard.

     D.  I also realize that my life is richer because of  

           the view from my front yard.

7.  Which adjective should be eliminated from 
      sentence 9 to reduce wordiness?

      A.  lofty

      B.  glistening

      C.  green

      D.  golden

8.  How should sentences 14 and 15 best be 
      combined for clarity and conciseness?

      A.  The valley rises again, slowly reaching up to 
            meet the sky.

      B.  The valley rising again, slowing reaching up   

            to  meet the sky.

      C.  The valley rises again; it slowly reaches up, 
            meeting the sky.

D. Meeting the sky slowly, the valley rises again to reach up.

9.  Which sentence could best be added after sentence   

      17 to express the scene’s significance?

      A.  Mr. Lindeman’s tractor is shiny and new.

      B.  The warm air is a result of the valley’s shape.

      C.  An atmosphere of harmony fills the valley and 
            its inhabitants.

      D.  Because of the valley’s beauty, land is quite 
             expensive.

10.  What is the author’s purpose in writing this  

        passage?

        A.  entertain

        B.  inform

        C.  persuade

        D.  describe

11.  Which sentence is a run-on?

       A.  (2) When friends visit, however, I am 

             reminded of how lucky I am.  

B. (5) It’s more than just beauty that fills me 

      with awe the sweeping curve of the land    

      from my front yard to the horizon makes me 

      aware of the earth’s wonders.  

C. (7) Many of the trees in my front yard are 

      more than one hundred feet tall and they 

      provide homes to chickadees, nuthatches, 

      and at least seven varieties of sparrows,    

      which chatter and bicker throughout the day.  

D.  (15) It slowly reaches up to meet the sky.  

