CIVICS AND ECONOMICS EOC STUDY GUIDE
GOAL 1
· Alexander Hamilton (Federalist) – supported the Constitution, had the opinion the United States need a strong central government

· Thomas Jefferson (Anti-Federalist) – wanted a Bill of Rights added to the Constitution, wanted the state governments to have more power

· The French and Indian War- created the debt that American colonists were expected to pay back to Great Britain during the 1760s.

· Puritans – left England to come to the colonies for religious freedom – could practice Christianity in their own way

· Is writing a letter of complaint to the mayor protected by the Bill of Rights! YES IT IS.

· Remember RAPPS – Freedom of RELIGION, ASSEMBLY, PRESS, PETITION, SPEECH

· Daniel Shay’s Rebellion – convinced many that a constitutional convention was needed because colonial governments started to have too much power over the people.

· “American Confederation” (our government under the Articles of Confederation) wanted a stronger central government

· Constitutional Convention- created a republican/democratic form of government

GOAL 2
· The U.S. Constitution states that REVENUE BILLS (legislation that will make $ for the government) must start in the HOUSE OF REPS because the HOUSE OF REPS represents the will of the people.

· The AMENDMENT process is used to change the U.S. Constitution

· Korematsu v. United States (1944) – allowed the government to restrict the rights of individuals during a time of national crisis
· Marbury v. Madison (1803) – established jusdicial review (Supreme Court’s authority to decide whether laws are all allowed under the U.S. Constitution)
· McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) – Federal laws take precedent over state laws (held up the principle of implied powers)

· Tinker v. Des Moines (1969) – students wore black armbands to protest the Vietnam War (form of expression, expression considered form of speech)

· Brown v. Board of Education – overturned Plessy v. Ferguson, declared racial segregation in public schools unconstitutional – forced schools to integrate
· Implied Powers (not specifically listed in the Constitution)are defined by the Necessary and Proper Clause (also called the ELASTIC clause)

· Electoral College – used to elect the President and Vice President (270 to WIN)

· Electoral College limits the voting power of citizens because SOMETIMES a president is elected who DID NOT receive a majority of popular votes

· States Electoral Votes = # of House Reps. + 2 Senators
· Delegate s cast votes with how the people in each state voted

· What happens after two-thirds majority of both houses of Congress (Reps. & Senate) propose an AMENDMENT to the U.S. Constitution?

· The AMENDMENT can be APPROVED with THREE FOURTHS of the STATE LEGISLATURES ratifying (ratify means to approve) it.

· S.A.D. – SUPREME, APPEALS, DISTRICT (levels of the Federal Court System)

· Supreme Court could hear a case in which a defendant’s rights are denied and the case is further appealed.

GOAL 3
· Legislative Branch (General Assembly)

· Executive Branch (Governor and his Council)
· Judicial Branch (State Supreme Court and lower courts)
· Governor has many executive responsibilities including being in control of the NATIONAL GUARD
· Leandro v. State of North Carolina (1997) – protects the rights of students in public school (equal funding per student)

· Excise Taxes (“sin taxes) – taxes on cigarettes and other forms of tobacco, alcohol, and gambling

· Sales Taxes are the #1 way for states to raise $ for its programs

GOAL 4
· Democrats and Republicans hold a national party convention each general election year
· WHY? – to select a presidential candidate
· U.S. has a 2 party system – DEMOCRATS and REPUBLICANS 
· There are third parties but they rarely play a role in national elections
· Recall Elections – allows CITIZENS to REMOVE an elected official from office 
· Ex: Gray Davis removed as Governor in California;  Arnold Swarzeneger takes his place by winning the recall election
· Referendum—allows CITIZENS to VOTE on proposed legislation (Initiative gets the legislation on the ballot
· Unlike the President and Vice President (Electoral College), citizens directly elect U.S. Representatives and Senators
· Party Platform – most reliable source of information for learning about the views of a political party (each INDIVIDUAL part of a party’s platform is called a PLANK)
· Campaign advertisements, newspaper editorials, and public opinion polls are other ways to learn about political parties
GOAL 5
· Communities can settle disagreement about the location of a new business by holding a PUBLIC HEARING to discuss proposed locations for the business

· Charter Schools were created (allowed by state legislators) to give parents a CHOICE were to send their child to school (some parents were concerned about the quality of education)

· REMAND – means to send back to a lower court

· Ex: Appeals court hears a case and sends it back to district to be tried again (REMEMBER: This is not double jeopardy because the defendant was already found guilty in district court)

· When is a jury “hung”?
· When the jury cannot agree on a verdict

· Arbitration – used in civil cases before a case goes to trial

· The Third Party (mediator) in arbitration has to be IMPARTIAL (does not choose sides) on the issue

· Pocket Veto – president sets the bill aside and ignores it

· Who would respond to a conflict between 2 neighbors who live outside the city limits?

· SHERIFF’s DEPARTMENT – because city police could not go (its outside their JURISDICTION)

· Consensus – general agreements are reached (used in group conflicts; both sides can be satisfied)

GOAL 6 
· JURISDICTION – courts authority to hear and decide on cases
· Court Cases involving child adoption fall under CIVIL LAW
· Court Cases involving murder fall under CRIMINAL LAW
· Court Cases involving safety on airplanes fall under ADMINISTRATIVE LAW
· Court Cases involving to right to peacefully assemble fall under CONSTITUTIONAL LAW
· Centers for Disease Control (CDC) – agency responsible for informing the public about flu epidemic

· Food and Drug Administration (FDA) – agency responsible for inspecting all food and prescription drugs to make sure it is safe for people to consume

· Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) – agency responsible for helping areas that are hit by natural disasters (ex: Hurricane Katrina)

· Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) – agency responsible for protecting our environment; fights for less pollution, recycling, etc…

· Special Interest Groups are often CRITICIZED because they have TOO MUCH INFLUENCE because they donate significant amounts of MONEY to POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS.

· Property crimes most often result in PROBATION for the one who committed the crime.
· Justinian Code – set of laws that simplified the Roman Laws. Later copied by Napoleon.

· Code of Hammurabi – first written set of laws (EYE FOR AN EYE)

· If someone breaks FEDERAL LAW who does the investigating and arresting?  

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (FBI)
· If someone breaks INTERNATIONAL LAW who does the investigating and arresting? 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY (CIA)
· U.S. Department of Justice – also investigates violations of federal law!!!

· Felony – most serious type of crime (kidnapping)





Misdemeanor – less serious type of crime (littering)

· What do the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and the Federal Reserve have in common? THEY BOTH ARE INDEPENDENT AGENCIES!

GOAL 7
· C.E.L.L. – CAPITAL, ENTREPRENEURSHIP, LAND, LABOR
· Capital- tools, machinery, buildings they go into producing a good
· Entrepreneurship- the ability to start your own business
· Land- “natural resources”- everything in nature that we have to put into producing goods and providing services
· Labor- the workers 
· What factor determines the WAGE or SALARY of a new employee?
· Answer: the availability of workers with similar skills!
· Division of Labor – the breaking down of jobs into smaller tasks
· Ex: A school has teachers, principals, guidance counselors, cafeteria workers, bus drivers, etc…
· Why would employers (boss) provide education and training opportunities to their employees (workers) ?
· Production capacity of workers would improve (production would go UP!)
· SCARCITY – NOT enough resources to go around;   because of UNLIMITED WANTS, but limited resources!
· SPECIALIZATION—when a country or business specializes in making a good better than anyone else (when specialization increases so does PRODUCTIVITY)

· TRADE OFF – the alternative choice

· EXAMPLE OF trade-off – A consumer wants to buy a new computer. Although the computer will be more expensive, it will be faster and more efficient than the less expensive model. Whatever choice the consumer makes it’s a trade-off.

· Fixed Cost – costs that stay the same / Variable Cost – costs that change

· Why is rent a fixed cost? Because it can be expected to stay the same for the term of the lease.

· Profit Motive drives all business! (the ability to make money)

· Companies can increase profits through retraining workers in more efficient technologies (IT WILL INCREASE PRODUCTION)

GOAL 8
· Supply – how much producers are willing to sell
· Demand – how much consumers are willing to buy
· Equilibrium Price – the price at which producers and consumers are both satisfied
· Shortage – when demand outweighs supply (PRICES OF GOODS WILL GO UP)
· Surplus – when supply outweighs demand (PRICE OF GOODS WILL GO DOWN)
· Banks use DEPOSITS, to MAKE LOANS (Our money goes in and the banks lend it out)

· COMPETITION drives the Market Place
· Healthy competition results when prices are low, products are of better quality, and there are choices of the product (ex: Pepsi, Coke, Sams Choice)

· Competition INCREASES as the number of companies making similar products INCREASES (ex: Basketball shoes – NIKE, ADIDAS, CONVERSE, REEBOK)

· Why does the government allow a TAX DEDUCTION for Interest payments on mortgage loans?

ANSWER: to encourage people to INVEST in homes!!!

· BUYERS and SELLERS determine the PRICE of GOODS! (supply and demand)
· When SUPPLY INCREASES, and DEMAND DECREASES; PRICE DECREASES!

· When SUPPLY DECREASES, and DEMAND INCREASES; PRICE INCREASES!

· Command Economy – nation where basic economic decisions are made by a central authority  ex: China

· Market Economy – buyers and sellers control the market   ex: United State

· Why was the barter system (trading) replaced by the use of money?




ANSWER:  money allows value to be calculated!!
GOAL 9
· High unemployment (number of people not working goes up) results in a DECREASE in consumer spending (buyers are not spending money)

· Unemployment can lead to businesses closing

· If the economy is in a recession (decline in GDP for six straight months), the FEDERAL RESERVE BOARD will likely lower interest rates to initiate (start) a recovery.
· What important economic concept is evident when someone wears a shirt made in China, drives a car made in Germany, and eats food produced in Mexico?




Answer: ECONOMIC INTERDEPENDENCE
· Laissez-faire economics – little government interference

· Someone who supports laissez-faire economics would also be a supporter of free enterprise
· As stock market indicators improve, the business cycle is most likely to be in a period of expansion.

· If GDP goes down for six straight months, the business cycle is in a period of recession (contraction).
· If the United States enters an extended recession, International economies (other countries) may also fall into a recession. Because the United States is part of a GLOBAL ECONOMY.

GOAL 10
· Tolerance – the willingness of citizens to respect the rights of people who hold attitudes and beliefs different from their own

· Patriotism—pride in one’s country
· Volunteerism—when one does something for someone else without expecting pay

· Duties- things we are required to do


Responsibilities—things we should do

obeying laws, registering for the draft,

voting, volunteering
Serving on a jury

· Neighborhood watch programs – improves public safety and security in a community without violating civil liberties

· 2 ways to become a United States citizen – by birth or naturalization
· How could someone whose parents are both foreign citizens qualify to become the U.S. president?

· The person was born in the United States.

· A college graduate is more likely to have financial security than someone who is a high school dropout, a student who begins work at 16, or even a high school graduate.
