Composition: Tomato on the Brain


Tomato on the Brain

     (1) One day I was hanging upside down from my knees on my monkey bars.  (2) I glanced around the yard.  (3) Hanging there, the world was completely rearranged, the trees looked like feather dusters, the basket of vegetables underneath me seemed to replace the clouds, and my dog seemed to be flying.  (4) My mother was laboriously caring for her precious yet weed infested garden.  (5) She worked in such jerking hummingbird-like movements that watching her from an upside-down position was a special and amusing treat.

     (6) Wiping sweat off her brow she peered at me over her shoulder and shook her head.  (7) “You know, if you hang upside down like that, all the blood rushing to your brain will make your head blow up.”

    (8)  I smiled.  (9) A challenge.  (10) This was what I had been waiting for.  (11)The sheer excitement of the possibility of my head exploding motivated me to hang there longer.

     (12) After five minutes, my temples began to throb.  (13) My heart felt like a big lump of pain, and seemed to weigh at least 200 pounds.  (14) My entire body was numb. (15) I could feel all the blood rushing to my brain like a flash flood.  (16) My mothers wise warnings jabbed and replayed over and over in my mind.  (17) I was suddenly gripped with the realization that my head was indeed going to blow up.

     (18) I tried to get down, but paralysis seized me.  (19) In a panic, I closed my eyes and envisioned fragments of my head strewn around the yard.  (20) I saw me transformed into fertilizer for my mother’s garden, my severed eyes and nose in my father’s tomato patch, dripping off the lilac patch, flowing down the fence…

     (21) Suddenly, darkness washed over me and I was falling, sinking, until my head struck something offering little resistance.  (22) The impact jolted me out of my trance.

     (23) As my eyes tried to focus, I reached my hand to my head, checking to see how much of it was left.  (24) What my hand discovered was soft, mushy, brain-like.  (25) Struck with terror I brought my trembling hand to my focusing eyes.  (26) It was oozing, it was red, it was…it was…a tomato!

1. Which change should be made to correct sentence 3?

A.  Change there     to     their
B.  Change rearranged, the      to     rearranged; the
C.  Change clouds, and      to     clouds, but
D.  Change my dog seemed to be flying     to     my dog was flying
2. Which change should be made to correct sentence 4?

A.  Change mother     to     Mother
B.  Change laboriously     to    laboriousally
C.  Change weed infested garden     to     weed-infested garden
D.  Change weed infested garden     to     garden filled with weeds
3. Which change should be made to correct sentence 5?

A.  Change jerking hummingbird-like movements     to     jerking, hummingbird-like movements
B.  Change her     to      it
C.  Change upside-down position     to     upside down position
D.  Change special and amusing     to     special, and amusing
4. Which change should be made to correct sentence 6?

A.  Change Wiping    to    Whipping
B.  Change brow she     to    brow, she
C.  Change she peered at me    to    I was peered at by her
D.  Change shoulder and shook     to     shoulder: she shook
5. Which change should be made to correct sentence 13?

A.  Change My    to     Mine
B.  Change felt    to    was feeling
C.  Change pain, and      to     pain and
D.  Change weigh    to     weight
6. Which change should be made to correct sentence 16?

A.  Change mothers     to     mother’s
B.  Change wise warnings     to     wise, warnings
C.  Change jabbed and replayed     to    were jabbing and replayed
D.  Change over and over    to   repeatedly

7. Which change should be made to correct sentence 20?

A.  Change me     to     myself
B.  Change transformed     to     changed
C.  Change garden, my     to     garden; my

D.  Change father’s     to     Father’s
8. Which sentence is a fragment?

A. (7) “You know, if you hang upside down like that, all the blood rushing to your brain will make your 

      head blow up.”

B. (8) I smiled.

C. (9) A challenge.

D. (20) I saw me transformed into fertilizer for my mother’s garden, my severed eyes and nose in my 

      father’s tomato patch, dripping off the lilac patch, flowing down the fence…

9. Which of the following is the best way to combine sentences 1 and 2 for conciseness?

A. When I glanced around the yard, one day I was hanging upside down from my knees on the monkey bars.

B. On my monkey bars one day I was hanging upside down from my knees and around the yard I glanced.

C. Glancing around the yard one day, I was hanging upside down from my knees on my monkey bars.

D. One day as I was hanging upside down from my knees on my monkey bars, I glanced around the yard.

10. Which of the following would be the best alternative title for this selection?

A. A Boy’s Imagination

B. Heed Mom’s Warning

C.  Attack of the Tomato

     D.  A Carefree Summer’s Day
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