Reading Selection: A Year of Impossible Goodbyes


The dark sky broke loose with a crack of thunder and a bolt of lightning.  It started to pour.  How I wished a huge thunderbolt would strike right where Captain Narita and the soldiers stood.  Oblivious of the torrential downpour the girls started sobbing.  “I wish I were dead, I wish I were dead,” I heard several of them whimper.  They clutched one another in desperation.  Huddled together in the pouring rain, they looked like helpless animals.  I wished that just this once, I could run out and beat up Captain Narita.  But I couldn’t move.  I sat there watching with tears streaming down my face.


“You should all be very proud and honored that it is now your turn to serve Our Heavenly Emperor.  You will give the soldiers the special spirit to fight harder against the White Devils,” said Captain Narita cheerfully.  “Our Heavenly Emperor will be happy that you volunteered to help the soldiers.  Now get into the truck and get out of this rain.”  The two new soldiers began to herd the girls toward the truck.  Some screamed and some fell to the muddy ground, but were jabbed with guns and forced onto the truck.


“Please do not take them…some of them are not even fifteen,” Mother implored.  “the older ones have babies and old grandparents at home to take care of.”  Captain Narita smiled for an instant, showing a row of crooked teeth, and then motioned for his lieutenants to hurry as he looked up at the black sky.


I saw Haiwon being pushed toward the truck.  I heard her cry just as she had on her birthday.  Only this time, her cry was more faint, as though she could not even muster the courage to go on any longer.


I saw Okja spit at the soldier who was jabbing her in the ribs with his gun as he tried to get her onto the truck.  The angry soldier lifted his gun to hit her.  Like lightning, Kisa shot out from nowhere and kept the soldier from hitting her.  The soldier dealt a blow to Kisa instead, who fell to the ground screaming.  Okja tried to run to Kisa, but the soldier grabbed Okja and tossed her onto the truck like a dead cat.  The other soldier kicked Kisa in the ribs.  Kisa lay doubled over in the mud crying out to the girls.  Captain Narita looked at him with disgust and shouted to the driver.  The truck pulled away and sped off in the darkness of the storm.  I knew better than to go outside.  From the door of Grandfather’s room, I saw my mother standing in the rain, wringing her hands.

1.
What is the best effect of personifying the sky as “[breaking] loose with a crack of thunder and a bolt of lightning”?


a.  It shows the dreariness of the setting.


b.  It shows the wildness of the storm.


c.  It shows the darkness of the sky.


d.  It shows the loudness of the scene.

2.
Which statement BEST describes what the simile concerning the soldier’s treatment of Okja shows about the Japanese attitude toward the Koreans?


a.  The Japanese dislike the Koreans and feel they are a nuisance.


b.  The Japanese fear the Koreans and want to be rid of them.


c.  The Japanese ignore the Koreans and go on about their own business.


d.  The Japanese hate the Koreans and treat them as worthless objects.

3.
Which statements Best describes Sookan’s conflict as she stands and watched the soldiers?


a.  She struggles with her feelings of fear and sadness.


b.  She struggles against fate to try to help the sock girls.


c.  She struggles to stand upright in the poring rain.


d.  She struggles physically with the soldiers herself.

4.
Which word from the passage best shows onomatopoeia?


a.  Broke


b.  Bolt


c.  Crack


d.  Thunder

5.
The conflict between Kisa and the soldiers can BEST be described as which type of conflict?


a.,  man vs. nature


b.  man vs. self


c.  internal


d.  external

6.
How does the narrator use indirect characterization to prove that Captain Narita is a cruel, evil, heartless man?


a.  The narrator describes Captain Narita as cruel, evil, and heartless

b.  The actions and words of Captain Narita as told to the reader by the narrator prove

 that he is cruel, evil, and heartless


c.  Captain Narita is described by the other characters as cruel, evil, and heartless.


d.  Captain tells the narrator that he is cruel, evil, and heartless.

7.
Which of the following sentences from the passage provides the most vivid and clear example of imagery?


a.  “I sat there watching with tears streaming down my face.”


b.  “The angry soldier lifted his gun to hit her.”


c.  “Now get into the truck and get out of this rain.”


d.  Huddled together in the pouring rain they looked like helpless animals.

8.
What does the use of the word “whimper” as onomatopoeia BEST portray about the sock girls’ state of mind in this passage?


a.  They feel great pain and agony.


b.  They feel enormous sadness and grief.


c.  They feel extreme helplessness and fear.


d.  they feel overwhelming anger and frustration.

9.
In the 3rd paragraph, what is the BEST meaning  for the word “implored”?


a.  demanded


b.  cried


c.  asked


d.  begged

10.
In the first paragraph, what is the BEST meaning for the word “oblivious”?


a.  not noticing at all


b.  very aware of


c.  afraid of


d.  happy for

11.
Which of the following words BEST describes the mood of this passage?


a.  frustrated


b.  hopeless


c.  angry


d.  sad
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