Composition: Killer Asteroids



Killer Asteroids

(1) People tend to think that the human race will be around forever.  (2) After all, we have been here for thousands of years and, many would argue, we dominate our planet in a way that no other species ever has.  (3) Before we get to cocky, however, it would be wise to review the history of the Earth.  (4) Many species before us have enjoyed great success only to fall victim to changes in climate, competing of other species, or other factors beyond their control.  (5) Could the same thing happen to human begins?

(6) Just as humans do today, dinosaurs once walked the Earth in great numbers.  (7) Then, about 65 million years ago, an asteroid about 5 to 10 miles across hit the Earth and everything changed.  (8) The asteroid produced a deadly fireball, threw huge amounts of dust into the atmosphere, and caused tidal waves, fires, and terrible storms.  (9) With their world so drastically changed.  (10) The dinosaurs were helpless.  (11) And most scientists agree that it is only a matter of time before another asteroid hits the Earth, causing similar destruction.  (12) Of course, humans might have a better chance of survival than the dinosaurs did.  (13) We can adapt to a wide range of climates, and even underground living is something we can do if we have to.  (14) We might even be able to use our technology to locate the asteroid and destroy it before it strikes the Earth.  (15) However, there is one thing about which everyone can agree.  (16) If human beings ever have to face a killer asteroid, it is our brains, not our brawn, that will give them a fighting chance to survive!

1.  Which change should be made to correct sentence 3?

A. Change to   to   too

B. Change , however,   to  ;however,

C. Change would   to   will

D. Change Earth   to  earth

2.  Which change should be made to correct sentence 4?

      A.  Change have   to   had
      B.  Change competing of   to   competition of

      C.  Change species,   to   species

      D.  Change their  to   they’re

3.  Which of the following is a fragment?
A. (6) Just as humans do today, dinosaurs once walked the Earth in great numbers.

B. (9) With their world so drastically changed.

C. (11) And most scientists agree that it is only a matter of time before another asteroid hit the Earth, causing similar destruction.

D. (15) However, there is one thing about which everyone can agree.

4.  Where should a new paragraph begin?   

A. Between sentence 3  and  sentence 4  

B. Between sentence  10  and  sentence 11 

C. Between sentence  11  and  sentence 12
D. Between sentence 15  and  sentence 16   
5.  Which change should be made to correct sentence 16?

     A.  Change asteroid,   to   asteroid
     B.  Change brains, not our brawn,   to    brains not our brawn
     C.  Change will   to   would
     D.  Change them   to   us

6.  How could sentence 13 be rewritten for clarity and conciseness?

A. We can adapt to a wide range of climates and live underground if necessary.

B. Adapting to a wide range of climates to live underground if we have to it is something that we can do.

C. Even underground living can be done by us if necessary as well as adapting to a wide range of climates.

D. A wide range of climates and living underground is something we can do to adapt if necessary.

7.  What effect does the author of this passage achieve in sentence 11 by using the word “destruction”?

      A. to negate the seriousness of the asteroid’s impact on Earth during the time of the dinosaurs

      B. to more accurately describe how the impact of the asteroid changed the dinosaurs’ world

      C. to frighten the reader with the possibility that humans will suffer a similar fate

 D. to create a feeling of impending doom for Earth

8. The main idea of this selection is best expressed in which sentences?

A. 1 + 2

B. 4 + 5

C. 12 + 13

D. 15 + 16

9. Which of the following would be the best alternative title for this selection?

A. An Uncertain Future

B. Better Brains Than Brawn

C. Deadly Disaster of Asteroids

D. The End to Mankind
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