Composition: Cry, the Beloved Country


     (1) In many great works of literature, the main characters have to deal with problems in there society.    (2) In Cry, the Beloved Country by Alan Paton, the characters live in South Africa under apartheid and facing the restrictions of the country’s racist policies.

     (3) The main character is Stephen Kumalo.  (4)  A pastor who lives in a small Zulu township.   (5) Family problems, including a sister who has become a prostitute and a son who has disappeared, forces Kumalo to go to the city of Johannesburg.   (6) As he travels to the big city Kumalo meets many people and begins to see how oppressed black Africans are under the apartheid government.

    (7) Once he reaches the city, Kumalo is told by others that his son has been drinking, stealing, and engaging in other illegal activities.  (8) Kumalo eventually finds his son in prison, where he learns that the boy has been accused of murder.  (9) When Kumalo learns that his son murdered a white man friendly to the black liberation movement, he realizes the senseless destruction caused by the society in which he lives.   (10) He strikes up a friendship with the murdered mans son, and the two ponder the fate of their divided nation.

1.  Which change should be made to correct sentence 1?

    A.  Change literature,    to   literature
    B.  Change characters    to    character’s 

    C.  Change have to     to    must
    D.  Change there    to    their
2. Which change should be made to correct sentence 2?

    A. Change Cry, the Beloved Country      to     “Cry, the Beloved Country”
    B.  Change Paton,     to    Paton
    C.  Change South Africa     to     south Africa

    D.  Change facing   to    face
3. Which change should be made to correct sentence 5?

    A.  Change problems, including    to    problems including
    B.  Change prostitute and     to    prostitute, and 

    C.  Change forces    to    force
    D.  Change city of Johannesburg   to  City of Johannesburg
4. Which change should be made to correct sentence 6?

    A.  Change city Kumalo   to  city, Kumalo
    B.  Change meets   to    met
    C.  Change people and   to   people, and

    D.  Change black   to   Black
5. Which change should be made to correct sentence 7?

    A.  Change Kumalo is told by others    to    others tell Kumalo

    B.  Change his son   to    their son
    C.  Change has been    to    has been:

    D.  Change illegal   to   unlawful
6. Which change should be made to correct sentence 10?

    A.  Change murdered mans    to    murdered-mans
    B.  Change mans   to   man’s
    C.  Change son, and     to     son and 

    D.  Change their   to   there
7.  How should sentences 3 and 4 be combined for conciseness and sentence variety?

A. The main character is Stephen Kumalo, a pastor who lives in a small Zulu township.

B. Stephen Kumalo the main character is a pastor who lives in a small Zulu township.

C. The main character, Stephen Kumalo is a pastor; he lives in a small Zulu township.

D. The main character is Stephen Kumalo; a pastor who lives in a small Zulu township.

8. The main idea of this selection is best expressed in which sentence?

A. (1) In many great works of literature, the main characters have to deal with problems in there society.

      B. (6) As he travels to the big city Kumalo meets many people and begins to see how oppressed black  

           Africans are under the apartheid government.

      C. (8) Kumalo eventually finds his son in prison, where he learns that the boy has been accused of  

           murder.

      D. (10) He strikes up a friendship with the murdered mans son, and the two ponder the fate of their  

           divided nation.

9.  From the context of sentence 2, what is the most likely meaning of the word apartheid?

     A.  prejudicial

B. segregation

C. judgmental

     D.  democratic 
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