EOC Composition: The Misanthrope


The Misanthrope

     (1) In Moliere’s play The Misanthrope, the main character, Alceste, is a bitter man fed up with the hy[ocrits  who make up French society.  (2) By showing his audience the world through Alcestes eyes, Moliere shows how insincere the French nobles really were.  (3) The play begins with a conversation between Alceste and his friend, Philinte.  (4) Believing that it is impolite to point out other people’s faults, Alceste is told by Philinte that it is best to say only nice things about others.  (5) Alceste disagrees, he argues that it is more important to stick to your principles.  (6) Alceste believes in telling people what he thinks, even when his thoughts are unkind.   (7) Soon he is doing just that, insulting the poet Oronte.

    (8) Alceste also recognizes that Celimene the women he loves, is a terrible flirt.  (9) Who leads many men on and oozes insincerity.  (10) Him pleading with her to abandon her false ways and to marry him, but his efforts are in vain.  (11) When Celimene’s love letters turn up and show that she has promised her love to many different suitors Alceste realizes that she will never change he ways.  (12) Discouraged, he leaves French society forever, swearing to “flee this bitter world where vice is king”.  (13) We know that Alceste will never be happy around other people, because no one can live up to his high expectations.

1.  Which change should be made to correct sentence 1?

    A.  Change   The Misanthrope    to   “The Misanthrope” 

    B.  Change character, Alceste,    to   character Alceste
    C.  Change hypocrits     to   hypocrites
    D.  Change who    to     which
2.  Which change should be made to correct sentence 2?

    A.  Change Alcestes     to   Alceste’s
    B.  Change eyes,    to     eyes
    C.  Change shows   to     is showing
    D.  Change French nobles   to   noblemen of France
3.  Which change should be made to correct sentence 4?

    A. Change impolite    to    immpolite
    B.  Change people’s    to    peoples
    C.  Change faults,     to    faults; 

    D.  Change Alceste is told by Philinte     to    Philinte tells Alceste 

4.  Which change should be made to correct sentence 5?

     A.  Change disagrees,    to    disagrees;
     B.  Change more   to    most
     C.  Change your   to    you’re
     D.  Change principles   to    principals

5. Which change should be made to correct sentence 10?
A.  Change Him pleading    to   He pleads
B.  Change with her     to   with she
C.  Change ways and   to  ways, and
D.  Change him, but     to     him, however, 

6. Which change should be made to correct sentence 11?

A.  Change Celimene’s   to   Celimenes
B.  Change show    to     shows
C.  Change suitors Alceste    to    suitors, Alceste
D.  Change will never   to   will not
7. Which change should be made to correct sentence 12?

A.  Change Discouraged,     to    Discouraged
B.  Change forever,     to    forever
C.  Change flee    to   flea
D.  Change king”.   to   king.”
8. Which sentence should begin a new paragraph?

A.   (3) The play begins with a conversation between Alceste and his friend, Philinte.  

B.   (5) Alceste disagrees, he argues that it is more important to stick to your principles.

C.   (10) Him pleading with her to abandon her false ways and to marry him, but his efforts are in vain.

D. (12) Discouraged, he leaves French society forever, swearing to “flee this bitter world where vice is  

       king”.

9. Which is the best way to combine sentences 8 and 9 for clarity and conciseness?

A.  Alceste recognizing that Celimene, the woman he loves, is a terrible firt, who leads many men on 

      and oozes insincerity.

B. Alceste also recognizes that Celimene, the woman he loves, is a terrible flirt, who leads many men on and oozes insincerity.

C. Alceste also recognizes that the woman he loves, Celimene, is a terrible flirt: she leads many men on and oozes insincerity.

D. Recognizing that the woman he loves is a terrible flirt, Celimene leads many men on and oozes 

      insincerity. 

10. What is the most likely meaning of the word “misanthrope”?

A.  loyal person

B.  distrustful person

C. compassionate person

D. selfless person

11. Which of the following is a fragment?

A. (4) Believing that it is impolite to point out other people’s faults, Alceste is told by Philinte that it is best to say only nice things about others.

B. (7) Soon he is doing just that, insulting the poet Oronte.

C. (9) Who leads many men on and oozes insincerity.

D. (12) Discouraged, he leaves French society forever, swearing to “flee this bitter world where vice is king”.

12. Which of the following is a run-on?

A. (2) By showing his audience the world through Alcestes eyes, Moliere shows how insincere the French nobles really were.

B. (4) Believing that it is impolite to point out other people’s faults, Alceste is told by Philinte that it is best to say only nice things about others.

C. (5) Alceste disagrees, he argues that it is more important to stick to your principles.

D. (11) When Celimene’s love letters turn up and show that she has promised her love to many different suitors Alceste realizes that she will never change he ways.
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