EOC Composition: Off to College!


(1)When students daydream about going off to college for the first time, they forget some of the disadvantages of being independent. (2) They ignore for example the grim responsibilities of washing their own clothes, getting meals, and deciding when, where, and how to study. (3) Their parents who once cracked the whip over their heads, are no longer available to apply necessary pressure for keeping up with chores and homework.     (4) For the first time students are faced with numerous difficult choices—should they go out on Saturday night or should they study for Monday morning’s quiz?  (5) Most students make the right decisions others don’t.      (6) Those who choose wisely will derive substantial rewards, however, even the most diligent students know that some play is necessary for a well-balanced campus life. (7) Its possible, therefore, for such students to participate fully in fraternities, community activities, and social events without sacrificing solid academic performance. (8) The knack for managing time is an acquired trait that flourishes with maturity and time. (9) If a professor insists that a student read a short story such as “The Birds,” which are several pages long, the better student will complete the assignment before going to a party or he/she will face the consequences of his/her inadequate preparation. (10) Those who do not set their priorities and hold fast will suffer for their lack of maturity they will find themselves long after the assignments are due asking for extensions of time limits, special favors, or extra credit to make up for the past inefficiency.  (11) They will be trapped. (12) Going to college for the first time can be difficult, even traumatic, especially for students who have not grown up mentally while they are growing physically. (13) Far from helpful mothers, concerned fathers, and  friends who are devoted to them, they will find that they do indeed need to make it in more ways than one.

1. Which change should be made to correct sentence 2?

A.  Change ignore for example   to   ignore, for example,
B. Change their  to  there
C.  Change deciding   to   to decide

D. Change where, and    to   where, or
2. Which change should be made to correct sentence 3?

A.  Change parents who   to   parents, who
B.  Change cracked   to   had cracked
C.  Change are   to   were
D.  Change chores and homework    to   chores, and homework

3. Which change should be made to correct sentence 4?

A.  Change numerous difficult    to   numerous, difficult
B.  Change choices--   to   choices; and 

C.  Change they   to   he
D.  Change morning’s   to   mornings

4. Which change should be made to correct sentence 5?

A.  Change most   to   many
B.  Change students    to   student’s
C.  Change make   to   are making
D.  Change decisions others    to   decisions, but others
5. Which change should be made to correct sentence 6?

A.  Change Those who   to  Those, who

B.  Change rewards, however,    to   rewards; however,
C.  Change know   to   knows
D.  Change well-balanced   to   well balanced

6. Which change should be made to correct sentence 7?

A.  Change Its    to  It’s
B.  Change possible, therefore,    to   possible; therefore,
C.  Change activities, and social events    to   activities; social events
D.  Change sacrificing   to  sacraficing
7. Which change should be made to correct sentence 9?

A.  Change “The Birds,”   to  “The Birds”,
B.  Change are    to   is
C.  Change long,  the     to     long. The
D.  Change he/she will    to   they will
8. Which change should be made to correct sentence 13?

A.  Change friends who are devoted to them    to   devoted friends
B.  Change them, they    to   them; they
C.  Change will find   to   finds
D.  Change ways   to   way’s
9. Which of the following is a run-on?

A. (4) For the first time students are faced with numerous, difficult choices—should they go out on Saturday night or should they study for Monday mornings quiz?

B. (9) If a professor insists that a student read a short story such as “The Birds,” which are several pages long, the better student will complete the assignment before going to a party or he/she will face the consequences of his/her inadequate preparation.

C. (10) Those who do not set their priorities and hold fast will suffer for their lack of maturity they will find themselves long after the assignments are due asking for extensions of time limits, special favors, or extra credit to make up for the past inefficiency.

D. (12) Going to college for the first time can be difficult, even traumatic, especially for students who have not grown up mentally while they are growing physically.

10.  Which transition should be added to the beginning of sentence 11?

A. Finally,

B. However,

C. Consequently,

D. Likewise,
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