Composition: Baseball, the Most Superstitious Sport


Baseball, the Most Superstitious Sport


(1) Baseball.  (2) It’s America’s national pastime.  (3) But it also has been called the most superstitious sport.  (4) Those who play the game or follow baseball hear a lot about how to find good luck or avoid bad luck on the field.


(5) Many stories have circulated about former Chicago White Sox hitter Harold Baines for example.   (6) Baines who is usually quite talkative, has been called the “silent slugger,” because he won’t discuss his hits or little else while he’s batting well.  (7) During the early part of the 1989 season Baines led the American League in hits, and except for simple yes or no responses refused to talk to reporters or others about his game.  (8) To do so, he thought might invite bad luck, breaking his successful streak.


(9) When hay wagons were a common sight, it was a good omen if a player passed a wagonload of hay on the way to the ballpark. (10) Superstitions have been a part of baseball ever since the game was officially organized.  (11) A load of empty barrels also was a good luck sign.  

(12) On the other hand, a player never wanted to see a dog cross the playing field before the first pitch.

(13) That was bad luck.  (14) And nobody wanted a black cat—long a symbol of misfortune—to cross his path.  (15) In fact, sometimes black cats were deliberately used to try to bring bad luck to opponents.  (16) Once in Philadelphia, players on the Phillies team carried black cats onto the ball field in an attempt to harass one member of the opposing Brooklyn Dodgers.  (17) But Jackie Robinson, the first black man in major league baseball, ignored the ill will, as he had done many other times when players and fans had tried to put a hex on him.  (18) His dramatic plays helped the Dodgers win many games, and he eventually was elected to the baseball hall of fame.

1.  Which change should be made to correct sentence 5?

     A.  Change Many    to   Numerous
     B.  Change have circulated   to   are circulating

      C.  Change Chicago White Sox hitter   to   Chicago White Sox, hitter
     D.  Change Baines for example   to   Baines, for example

2. Which change should be made to correct sentence 6?

A.  Change Baines who   to  Baines, who

B. Change quite  to  quiet
C.  Change “silent slugger,”   to  “silent slugger”,

D. Change hits or    to    hits, or
3. Which change should be made to correct sentence 7?

A.  Change season   to    season,

B.  Change led   to  leads
C.  Change  American League   to  American league

D.  Change reporters   to   reporters’

4. Which change should be made to correct sentence 17?

A.  Change Robinson,    to   Robinson
B.  Change major league baseball    to   major-league baseball
C.  Change ignored   to   had ignored
D.  Change players and fans    to    players, and fans
5. Which change should be made to correct sentence 18?

A.  Change His dramatic plays helped the Dodgers win many games   to   The Dodgers were helped to win many games by his dramatic plays

B.  Change Dodgers   to   dodgers
C.  Change games, and  he   to  games, he
D.  Change baseball hall of fame   to  Baseball Hall of Fame

6. Which of the following is a fragment?

A. (1) Baseball.

B. (2) It’s America’s national pastime.

C. (8) To do so, he thought might invite bad luck, breaking his successful streak.

D. (15) In fact, sometimes black cats were deliberately used to try to bring bad luck to opponents.

7. Which change would improve the organization of the essay?

A. Begin paragraph l with sentence 2.

B.  Begin paragraph 2 with sentence 7.

C.  Begin paragraph 3 with sentence 10.

D.  Begin a fifth paragraph with sentence 16.

8. How should sentences 1, 2, and 3 be combined to improve conciseness?

A. Baseball, America’s national pastime, has been called the most superstitious sport.

B. Baseball is America’s national pastime, and it has also been called the most superstitious sport.

C. Baseball, it’s America’s national pastime, but it also has been called the most superstitious sport.

D. Baseball, a national pastime in America; but it also has been called the most superstitious sport.

1
2

